Dichotomous Key
One method of classification is the use of a dichotomous key. The key is constructed so that a series of choices must be made. Each choice leads to a new branch of the key. If the choices are made accurately, the taxonomist is led to the name of the organism being identified.
When constructing a dichotomous key, there are a few rules that must be followed.

1)  However many organisms you are trying to name, there will be one fewer choices. (ie)if there are 10 organisms, you will have 9 choices. 
2) Each set of descriptions will have two parts, a description called “A” and a description called “B”.  (ie)  1a) Has a nose
                   b) Lacks a nose

The only exception to this rule would be the last set of choices. It can have either one or two descriptions.

3)  The descriptions used need to be opposites.

      1a) Has hair

        b) Does not have hair.

4)  The descriptions need to be based on external physical characteristics.

5) Do not use comparative terms such as has a long tail, unless it can be compared to something on your organism.
6)  If you have described an organism enough to name it, then do so using the organisms scientific name.

7)  If the organism cannot be named, then you must use a GOTO and then proceed to the next set of choices. You must completely finish describing the GOTO’s until you have reached a conclusion then go back and resume describing the remaining organisms. 

8) Can not use the same descriptive term more than once.

9) See handout for example 

